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The I Love to Write Stories Book is a practical guide that gives young writers ages 6 to 14 the
tools they need to create their own fiction. It's an instructional and inspirational handbook that
seeks to launch them on a journey to become successful, confident, and self-motivated writers.
Topics include story structure, characterization, plot. beginnings, endings, and ways to enrich
their stories by using the five senses, adding color and music, and other techniques. It also
covers time-proven methods to revise and proofread to make stories sing. The instruction and
activities in the book were developed by the author for the Kansas City Writers Group's I Love to
Write summer camps for children in grades K-8. Featuring many practical tips, techniques, and
activities, the book is ideal for use by individuals and in the home school or public or private
school classroom.
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WordsChapter 16 Check it OutChapter 17 Make it ShineSection III: PublishingChapter 18
PublishingFor Further ReadingGlossaryAbout the AuthorIntroduction: Secrets“As far back as I
can remember, I have been making up stories.”Laurell Kaye Hamilton (1963 – )American
fantasy and science fiction authorWhen I was in elementary school, I didn’t know people wrote
books. No one told me. And I never asked. If you’d asked me where books come from, I’d have
said, “The library.” I didn’t know where the library got them.But I was already a writer.As soon as I
could read, I was writing my own stories. I wrote plays. And when my friends came over to visit,
we acted them out. In high school I wrote stories for the school newspaper. And I kept writing my
own stories just for fun.Are you a writer, too?I wrote this book for you.I want to share some
secrets of great writing. You can use them to make your stories grip readers and keep them



interested all the way to the end. The fun part is that these tips work for everything you write.
They work for stories, of course. But they also work for poems, essays, and reports.Here’s the
first secret: The more you read, the better your writing becomes. Read everything. Books.
Graphic novels. Signs on the side of the road. The backs of cereal boxes. If you like mystery,
read mysteries. Also try some science fiction or fantasy. Or biographies. Or sports stories. Most
important, read the kinds of stories you want to write.Here’s the second secret:The more you
write the better your writing becomes. When you write, you learn to solve problems. What is the
best way to show the reader who is talking? How do I let readers know how a character feels?
How do I show what a character is like? The more times you deal with these decisions, the
better you get at making them. It’s just like basketball players practicing free throws or guitar
players strumming chords.So read, read, read. And write, write, write.Let’s get started.Mary-
Lane Kamberg.SECTION I: WRITING“Don't say you're a writer if you're not writing. Even if
you're writing, don't call yourself a writer. Say instead, 'I write.' It's the verb that's important, not
the noun.”Patti DighAmerican author.Chapter 1Where do stories come from?“Everybody walks
past a thousand story ideas every day. The good writers are the ones who see five or six of
them. Most people don’t see any.”Orson Scott Card (1951 – )American science fiction
authorWhat is a story?It’s a telling of connected events in a real or made-up character’s life told
to interest or entertain. A fiction story is about an imaginary character who wants something. Or
wants to keep something. Or wants to get rid of something. (A nonfiction story is true.)Maybe a
boy wants a new bicycle to ride in the neighborhood parade. Or, maybe a farmer wants to keep
his land when the bank wants to take it away. Or maybe a teenager wants to break up with her
boyfriend. What the character wants is called the story problem.Every story needs
one.DEFINITION: storyA telling of connected events in a real or made-up character’s life told to
interest or entertain.Where do you get ideas for a story problem? Start with your own life. Is there
something you want? Want to keep? Want to lose? What about your friends and family? What
do they want? You don’t have to use a real problem in your life. You’re a writer. You can make it
up.DEFINITION: story problemWhat the main character wants, wants to keep, or wants to get
rid of.Here are some ways to come up with an idea:Ask “what if?”One way to begin is by asking,
“What if?” What if you could time travel? Would you want to find your way back? Keep your
secret code from people in the past? Or future? Or would you want to leave your old life behind
and stay in a different time and place?What if you found a secret cave? Would you want to tell
your friends? Keep it secret? Or, forget you ever saw it?What if a pack of wild dogs were after
you? Would you want to make friends with them? Be able to keep your breath while running
away from them? Or, trick them into following someone else’s scent?Start with a character and
problem.A good way to get an idea for a story is to start with a character. What might an
astronaut on Mars want? More food? Or to keep her oxygen supply safe? Or get rid of the
strange buzzing in her ear that started when she left her spaceship?Start with a time and
place.Start with a time and place. Drop your character there and see what he or she wants.Start
with a thing.You find a box of pirate treasure. Would you want to appear on TV to tell about it? Or,



keep it for yourself? Or, get rid of its evil spell?When you get an idea for a story problem, you can
sit down and write. Or, save it for later. If you’re worried you might forget it, write it down. Then
think about it for a while. Writer’s Tip:When you have an idea for a story, keep quiet about it.
Never talk about it until you have written the first draft. Some writers who talk about their story
before writing it say they lose the energy they had for the story and never actually put it on
paper.BROWSE THE WEB“If I have a thousand ideas and only one of them turns out to be
good, I am satisfied.”Alfred Nobel (1833 – 1896)Swedish inventorIf you’re looking for an idea for
a story, try these websites to get your creativity going:Creative Writing Prompts.Click on one of
more than three hundred numbers for a writing prompt. Most are for fiction, but you might be
inspired to write a poem or piece of nonfiction instead.Language is a VirusIt’s easy to get a story
prompt. Just click on GENERATE. This site also has writing games, exercises, and
more.Scholastic Story StarterChoose the type of story you want to write from adventure, fantasy,
science fiction, and scrambler. Enter your name and grade (Grades K-6). Spin the wheel. You
never know what will pop up. But you’ll have an idea to write about.The Story KitchenSelect your
own ingredients, and cook up a story. Click on superhero, detective, genius kid, or prince/
princess. Choose school, forest, or house for the setting. And pick a monster, wizard, alien, or
mystery guy for the villain. Tap on MAKE MY STORY. You’ll get a story starter.►Try this!Ask,
“What if?”If something happens at home or school, ask yourself as many “What if?” questions as
you can. What if the substitute teacher were an alien from outer space? What if your principal
turned into a princess? What if your school playground were enchanted? Use some of the
answers to write a story.►Try this!Take NotesKeep pencil and paper with you at all times. Write
down things you see or hear that would make a good story. At the end of the week, write a story
about something on your list.►Try this!Make an Idea KeeperMake an Idea Keeper to save your
story ideas. It can be a special notebook, a box to store notes you write on index cards, or an old
sock to hold torn pieces of paper.►Try this!Make a ListMake a list of things you want. Or things
you might want. Or things others want. Use one to start a story..Chapter 2Getting Started“The
scariest moment is always just before you start. After that, things can only get better.”Stephen
King (1947 – )American author of horror, suspense, and fantasyAha! You have an idea!After
coming up with an idea, the next step is the first draft. The first step in the writing process is to
write the first word of your story. Trust me. The rest will follow. You get energy for something by
doing it. You can always make changes in the characters, plot, or dialogue later. You can always
correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation later. But you have to start with something to work
with. You can’t edit a blank sheet of paper or blank computer screen.Just write.Don’t even stop
to think. Don’t worry if you have a good idea. Don’t worry about how to spell something. Don’t
worry about grammar or punctuation or which words you choose.Just write.Write as fast as you
can. No crossing out. No erasing. You can make corrections later. For now, get the story down
the best way you can. You can change the plot, the character names, and word choices
later.Just write.Ignore everything around you unless the house is on fire or a tornado is bearing
down on you. If someone comes into the room, keep writing. If you hear loud music, keep



writing.Just write.Try to get down the whole story all at once. If you can. Some stories are too
long to write in one sitting. Maybe you want to write a long story or a novel. In that case, set a
time limit each day. Say thirty minutes. Set a timer. Write as much as you can as fast as you can
until the timer goes off.If you don’t finish in one sitting, repeat. Do the same thing over and over
for days or weeks, or more until you get to the end.Avoid the temptation to read what you have
written. Keep going all the way to the end. And resist the urge to make changes or corrections on
what you’ve already done until you finish the first draft.Above all, don’t worry if it’s “good
enough.” Go easy on yourself. Part of being a writer is knowing that it’s OK to make mistakes.
Especially in a first draft.DEFINITION: first draftThe first version of a piece of writing. Also called
the rough draft.Practice Writing“Do it again. Play it again. Sing it again. Read it again. Write it
again. Sketch it again. Rehearse it again. Run it again. Try it again. Because again is practice,
and practice is improvement, and improvement only leads to perfection.”Richelle E. Goodrich
(1968 - )American author and poetWhen you’re not working on your story, take some time to
practice your skills. In her book Writing Down the Bones, Natalie Goldberg encourages writers to
write without worrying about structure, verb tense, grammar, or any other rules of composition.
She calls it writing practice, and says writers should write every day. Writing practice has two
meanings. One is the kind of practice actors, violinists, baseball players, and others work at.
They rehearse to improve their skills. The other kind of practice is a way of life: the practice of
medicine, the practice of law, the practice of religion.Writers need both kinds. The more we
practice writing, the more writing becomes more than what we do. It becomes part of who we
are.BROWSE THE WEB“Writing is the most fun you can have by yourself.”Terry Prachett (1948
– 2015)English humor writer and novelistThe Internet offers lots of places to learn how to find
ideas, become a better writer, and improve grammar. Before you get all serious about writing,
though, have some fun. Check out these websites created just for young writers like
you.Balloons Literary JournalThis international online journal was founded by teachers in Hong
Kong. It features poetry and short stories for young readers.Nanorimo Young Writers
ProgramTake the challenge! In November, this website encourages writers ages twelve and
younger to write a 50,000-word novel in a month.Story CraftThis website based in Loveland,
Colorado, hosts The Kids’ Storytelling Club for those interested in sharing their stories aloud
instead of writing them down. You’ll find storytelling tips, story challenges, and sample
stories.Wacky Web TalesHave fun filling in blanks with nouns, verbs, and adjectives. Click on
SEE YOUR WACKY WEB TALE. You’ll get a story that includes the words you entered. There’s
also a button for help with parts of speech.Young InklingsThis website for young writers offers a
blog, a book contest, learning opportunities, writing challenges, and a program where you get
help from an adult writer.►Try this!Go VisitingVisit each of the websites listed in this chapter. See
which ones you like best.►Try this!Alphabet StoryWrite a story that makes sense with twenty-six
sentences. The first word of the first sentence must start with A. The first word of the next
sentence must start with B. After that, each sentence starts with a word that starts with the next
letter of the alphabet.►Try this!Write EverydayChoose a week. Write for ten minutes every day



for seven days in a row. At the end of the week, write a story about something you wrote during
this time.►Try this!Practice WritingFollow these steps to rehearse your writing skills.Get out a
timer, a pencil, and some paper. Or create a new document on your computer.Open a random
book, magazine, or newspaper. Close your eyes and place your index finger (Mr. Pointer)
anywhere on the page.Open your eyes. Copy that sentence onto your paper or document. Use
that sentence as the first sentence of your writing.Set the timer for 15 minutes.Go!Keep writing
until the timer goes off. If what you write reminds you of something else, write about that.Keep
putting words on paper as fast as you can. If you can’t think of anything, write, “I can’t think of
anything.”Don’t think. Don’t stop. Don’t erase. Don’t cross out.Just write until the timer goes
off.Stop.Read what you wrote. It’s probably dumb. It’s probably bad writing. It might not have
anything good to say. That’s OK. You just practiced writing skills. Do it again. Every day..Chapter
3What happens?What happens next?“The whole is that which has a beginning, middle, and
end.”Aristotle (384-322 BCE)Greek philosopherMore than 2,000 years ago, the Greek
philosopher Aristotle said that stories need a beginning, a middle, and an end. He created a way
to tell a story known as narrative form. Narrative means story. Form is the structure, or outline –
the order you tell what you know.What happens in a story and the order it happens in is called
the plot. Humans have been telling stories for thousands of years. You may be surprised to learn
that plots have a lot in common.DEFINITION: plotWhat happens in a story and the order it
happens in.DEFINITION: narrative formThe outline or structure of a story.Over time, storytellers
have used narrative form, whether they wrote their stories this year or centuries – or millennia –
ago. Each part of the structure plays an important role in the whole. The beginning introduces a
character and a problem. The middle is full of conflict. And the end is devoted to change.This
structure is not the only way to tell a story, but it is a way that works. It works not only for stories
told in novels, but also in plays and movies. Many storytellers who speak stories aloud, use it,
too. Next time you read a book, watch a TV show, or see a film, see if you can pick out the three
parts of narrative form.BEGINNING: Character“Find out what your hero or heroine wants, and
when he or she wakes up in the morning, just follow him or her all day.”Ray Bradbury (1920 –
2012)American author of fantasy, horror, science fiction, and mysteryYour main character is the
one who changes by the end of the story. Sometimes this character is called the hero or heroine.
Introduce your main character by showing the following traits:What the character is good
at.Suppose your character is a really good artist.What the character is afraid of.Her greatest fear
is showing her paintings to other people. Show us the character’s talent and fear in the
beginning. They become important later in the story. (See number 8.)What the character
wants.She wants a bicycle. All the other kids have one. She learned how to ride on her friend’s
bike. Someday she’d like to have one of her own. What the character wants drives the story. Give
your reader a reason to stay with the character as he or she tries to achieve the goal.What
happens to make the character decide to act.One day someone passes around a flyer in the
neighborhood. There is going to be a neighborhood parade. All the kids are talking about how
they’re going to decorate their bikes. The character really wants a bike. And she wants it now!



What is at stake? If she gets one, she’ll get to ride in the parade. If she fails, she’ll miss out on
the fun.Finding out about the parade is called the inciting (in SITE ing) incident. Also known as
the call to action, it’s what sets the story in motion. When the character decides to act to try to
get a bicycle, you’ve reached the end of the beginning.DEFINITION: inciting incidentSomething
that happens to set the story in motion, to urge the character to act. Also known as the call to
action.The most important part of planning your plot is making sure that everything has a cause
and effect. Something happens that causes the next thing to happen. That event causes the next
thing to happen. The characters’ reactions to each event is what makes the next event
occur.MIDDLE: Conflict“Success is to be measured not so much by the position one has
reached in life, as by the obstacles which have been overcome while trying to succeed.”Booker
T. Washington (1856 – 1915)American author, presidential adviser, and African-American
community leaderIf the character sets out to solve the story problem and succeeds right away,
there is no story. If she asks her dad for a bicycle and he buys one for her, the story ends before
it begins. Instead, you must make things hard for your character. She gets three tries to get what
she wants.The character tries the first time and fails.
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D. Shouse, “Engaging, Education, Insightful, and Fun! What a great invitation to write!. I Love to
Write Stories ignites creativity, invites the imagination, and inspires writing. It is filled with humor,
practical tips, insightful definitions and formulas, and lively examples. Mary-Lane gives the
beginning writer-actually ANY writer—permission to explore and play with ideas and words. Your
kids will love the exercises in this book, whether or not they already love to write.And don’t let
your children have all the fun. This book is also a fabulous creative catalyst for adult writers. Buy,
read, write and enjoy!Deborah Shouse, Connecting in the Land of Dementia: Creative Activities
to Explore Together”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Everyone who writes should read this book!. I ordered 2 of these books for
my our grandchildren but could not resist reading it myself. If you have an aspiring author or a
child who struggles to put a sentence together, you’re going to love this book. It’s fun, well
organized and gives step by step instruction on how to take a thought to a complete story.
Excellent information for every student!”

Sally Jadlow, “A Great Book for Anyone Wishing to Write. I found this book to be extremely
instructive and fun for kids of any age. The prompts promote creativity no matter you age. Now
that I've finished it, I'll let my grandkids have a turn at it. I can't wait to see what they do with this
book. Great job Ms. Kamberg.”

Deborah A. Theiss, “Great Book for Children, Parents, and Teachers to inspire Writing. If you are
looking for a book that helps inspire young readers, then look no more. I purchased this book for
my grandson and as a former teacher I can already see how the ideas and activities will help him
grow as a writer. I will recommend this to other teachers, parents, and young children as a tool
for growing children's writing skills and creativity.”

Alice B., “A must-read book for aspiring authors. I bought this for my kids but ended up reading it
myself first, since the tips and techniques are universal to writing stories at any age! If your kids
(or you!) are interested in writing, I highly recommend this book. Its easy-to-read format keeps
you turning pages as the secrets of storytelling are revealed.”

The book by Mary-Lane Kamberg has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 7 people have provided feedback.
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